Hexamethylmelamine/altretamine as second-line therapy for epithelial ovarian carcinoma.
The purpose of this report was to review second-line hexamethylmelamine (HMM) chemotherapy of epithelial ovarian cancer to determine if HMM was active in cisplatin-resistant disease. Forty-four women with measurable disease received 100-300 mg/day HMM for 14 days, courses repeated every 4 weeks. There were 6 complete and 3 partial responses for an objective response rate of 20%. Among responding patients disease-free survival was 55% and overall survival was 88% at 3 years. Five of the 6 patients with a complete response remained disease-free at 10-117 months. Only 7/35 (20%) nonresponding patients were alive with mean follow-up of 16 months, and all had persistent cancer. Five women manifesting disease progression during cisplatin or carboplatin were subsequently treated with HMM, and none responded. Seventeen patients developing progressive cancer while receiving HMM were subsequently treated with cisplatin or carboplatin and objective responses occurred in 5 (29%). HMM was an active drug against epithelial ovarian cancer previously treated with cisplatin, but further study is needed to determine its activity against cisplatin-resistant ovarian cancer.